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mind, especially when Napoleon, on his return to
ferred in an official speech to " black clouds on the horizon."
The party formerly in favour of peace (with Austria) now became
a war party and sought alliances against Prussia. In Austria
the Emperor had given the direction of foreign policy to a former
minister of the King of Saxony and an enemy to Prussia, Count
Beust, who still hoped to restore Austria to her old position in
Germany.

Then came a series of agitations in the East, fomented, it was
said, by French agents, to occupy Russia and keep her from
interfering in the West. The revolt in Crete, supported by Greece
(1866-68), a movement in Bulgaria excited by bands from Rou-
mania (1868), a Roumanian agitation and armament (1868), a
conspiracy in Servia, and a gathering^ of Polish refugees in
Galicia, following each other in close succession. The Tsar,
however, remained calm, and quiet was soon restored.

The French government was counting on Denmark against
Prussia. Bismarck, before taking, in Schleswig, the plebiscite
promised in 1866, asked special guarantees for protection of the
Germans in Schleswig (1867); then, as no agreement could be
made regarding the territory to be ceded, he broke off the nego-
tiations in March, 1868. The Danish government sent its min-
ister of war to Paris in April. The Austrian and Italian gov-
ernments also wished to join France. But in Austria Beust was
fettered by the Hungarians, who favoured peace, and the Ger-
mans, who hated France; in Italy the Consorieria ministry, favour-
ing the French alliance, was intimidated by the Radicals, who
were irritated by the Mentana affair. These wished to join
Prussia and force France to abandon Rome. The whole nego-
tiation was secret, and its nature has been interpreted in various
ways, but no practical result was accomplished.

The occasion was the purchase of the Belgian railroads by the
French Eastern Company, hi February, 1869; the Belgian gov-
ernment forbade the sale. The French government attributed
this check to Bismarck. Napoleon was annoyed, and proposed
to Austria and Italy a triple alliance to put a stop to Prussia's
encroachments and restore Austria to her old place in Germany.
The negotiation was conducted by -the ambassadors (March).
Austria accepted the defensive alliance, but reserved the right
of neutrality if France were the one to begin war (April). The
Italians asked that the French troops might be withdrawn from
Rome, and were content with Napoleon's promise to withdraw